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NEWS RELEASE

April 14, 1995
UM NAMES NEW DEAN OF LAW SCHOOL
MISSOULA E. Edwin Eck, a University of Montana law professor since 1981, has been named new dean
of the UM School of Law, President George Dennison announced.
"Ed Eck brings to the office a good deal of experience with the Montana scene and the
Montana situation," Dennison said. "And he also has a close familiarity with our unique campus as
well as our approach to legal education here in Montana. I have great confidence that he 11 be able
to provide the leadership we need."
Eck, who was bom and raised in Lewistown, will begin work as dean July 1.
He said he is "honored, humbled and excited" by the opportunity to lead a law faculty that
is a national leader in providing students the skills they need to effectively practice law.
"This law school has made a name for itself in ... integrating skills and values into the
curriculum in addition to theory," Eck said. "One would think it wouldn t be unique for a law
school to prepare people to practice law, but it is somewhat unique, the focus our institution has
placed on that."
Another factor that makes UM’s law school special, he said, is a relatively small size that
"permits us to be a little bit innovative, to depart from the national mold."
Eck served as acting dean the law school in 1988, and was associate dean from 1987 to
1989. Before joining UM’s law faculty in 1981, he worked in law firms in Billings and Bozeman
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and as an assistant U.S. attorney in Billings.
His scholarship interests include federal estate and gift taxation, wills, trusts, charitable tax
planning for donors and corporate taxation. He is legislative chair for the trusts, estates, tax and
business law section of the State Bar of Montana, and serves as a commissioner for the National
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. He is a member of State Auditor Mark
O’Keefe’s Continuing Education Advisory Council.
Eck holds a law degree from UM and a master’s of law from Georgetown University. He
and his wife, the former Joyce Pedersen of Medicine Lake, live in Missoula.
Eck will replace Rodney K. Smith, who resigned effective June 30. UM conducted a
national search for a new dean after Smith announced his resignation last August.
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Contact: Eck is on sabbatical and can be reached at home, 728-4123.
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